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• Goal: Encourage innovation, report use, and great ideas.

• Four judges
ÅNAMTA executive director

ÅNAMTA past president

ÅHart Business Research president

ÅPublisher of American Artist

• Criteria: Each judge awarded 1-30 points per application
Å1-10 business impact, 1-10 innovativeness, 1-10 use of report

• Highest total scores won. AND the winners are….
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Retail runner-up:  The Ink Well, Olean NY

– Team:  Melissa Meyers (owner) and  Evelyn Sabina (Quick Arts Center)

– Innovation: Play with the Professionals

To encourage art in schools and help teachers get to know a new local art store

• Professional development day for local art teachers included encaustic paint 
workshop, lesson plan sharing, teacher input on store product selections.

– Use of report: importance of demos, workshops, email, pricing, schools

– Impact on business: helped promote store that opened Sept. 2009



Art Business Innovation Awards

April 16, 2010 4

Retail winner:  San Clemente Center for the Arts, CA

– Team: Patti Herdell, Richard Herdell, Melissa Pelham, Lisa Zacharie, Chris 
Verity, Tom Elliott, Dennis Funaro, Lou Reeves

– Innovation: A Four-Legged Stool

ά! ǎƘƛŦǘ ƛƴ ǊŜǘŀƛƭ ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŜƭƭŜǊ ƻŦ ŀǊǘ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŀ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊ ƻŦ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎέ

1. Customer service: staff, events, community, e-mail newsletter

2. Ample inventory of art supplies 

3. Outstanding classes with varied curriculum in a comfortable space

4. Expanded and prominent framing center

– Use of report: expand class offerings and framing

– Impact on business: 22% increase in total business, huge local buzz
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Supplier runner-up: R&F Handmade Paints

– Team from R&F, Ampersand Art Supply, Artist Hardware:  Elaine Salazar, 
Richard Frumess, Darin Seim, Rick Rousseau, Andrea Pramuk, Jim Haskin

– Innovation: Encaustic Painting Center

Create instant experts in the hot category of encaustic painting.

• One-stop store display for encaustic color, substrates, tools, and information.

– Use of report: importance of wider selection of art supplies, encaustics

– Impact on business: just launched!
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Supplier runner-up: ColArt Americas and C&T Publishing

– Team:  Amy Marson (C&T), Mary Wruck (C&T), Barry Davis (ColArt), 
Alexis Dykstra (ColArt), Steve Gallisdorfer (ColArt) 

– Innovation: New sales frontier of surface design

An opportunity to serve the art quilting market

• Liquitex Surface Design Center from C&T Publishing
– Small countertop rack, surface design educational materials, paints, mediums, inks, surfaces

– Use of report: importance of non-traditional art materials, fiber art, books

– Impact on business: sold significant numbers of Surface Design Centers



Begin Your Own Business Innovations!

• Go to www.NAMTA.org/marketstudies

• Read the Artists & Art Materials USA report
– Executive Summary

– Active Artists

– Art Materials Retailers

– Art Materials Suppliers

– Appendix B: Artist Materials Wish List

• Apply for a 2011 business innovation award!
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http://www.namta.org/marketstudies

